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said he was like a scraggy Moses who had fallen into a
London fog.
The truth is that Mr. Gandhi has no philosophy and is
about as much a dreamer as a Midland burgh surveyor or
the governor of the Bank of England. All that Mr. Gandhi
is is a Hindu. He personifies the Hindu mind. Very little of
what Mr. Gandhi does or says is contray to what Hinduism
has done and said for thousands of years. That may not
explain much but it does throw some light on the continual
inability of Western interests to absorb Eastern ideas. In
another section of this book I deal with the Hindu religion
Those who read that section will discover much that is not
usually associated with the Christian world. Hinduism
would be untrue to herself if she did not present a puzzle to
Europeamsm. As far as Europeamsm is concerned the Hindu
lives life upside down. To the West life is a tiny spark
against a great darkness; to the East life is a dark smudge
against a great light. The West prays for eternal life, the
East strives for eternal death. Later evidences in Europe
declare for a fatter, wealthier and more comfortable life. To
India life is a vulgar form of disease utterly repugnant even to
the rudiments of culture. Indian philosophy and Aryan
religion are jointly directed towards an escape from life. It
is to them the negation of the true reality; the enemy of that
sweet unknowmgness which is the aim of all rightly directed
Hindu living. There is no peace, no beauty, no truth in
life; only a vast malignant disorder. It is to death what a
monster is to a fragrant flower. Death is not merely extinction.
It is deliverance, rest, safety. In it is the perfect fulfilment
of the soul's craving; unhaunted sleep and that absence of
discord which human foolishness has associated with decay.
Every selfish or graceless act is a strengthening of the monster
of life and a blow at the fragrant flower of death. Life's
grim appetite is fed with ignorance, desire and earthly ambi/
tion; death's pure soul is realised through contemplation,
humility and unworldlmess. But men seldom achieve release